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best they could. But even a few imported ofncers,
of doubtful repute and military qualities according
to African army standards, were enough to
antagonise the others. When the Nationalist
conspiracy spread, it found its readiest response in
Africa.
The general manoeuvres held at Llano Amarillo
in July, bringing together officers from all the
garrisons, gave the leading spirits of the movement
an ideal opportunity, not only to persuade those who
had not already joined them to do so, but also to
draw up a complete plan of action, to organise its
co-ordination, and to make sure that it would
take immediate effect when the time came.
Lieutenant-Colonel Yagiie held secret conferences
and satisfied himself that there could be no hitch.
On the final day of the manoeuvres, the news went
round of Calvo Sotelo's murder,
Zero hour was fixed for five o'clock on the after-
noon of the i jth. The unexpected hitch came from
the least likely quarter. The government had given
the command of Melilla to one, General Romerales.
The Nationalists took little notice of him; he was
one of the puppets who would disappear when they
took control. Roinerales kept his eyes open and
probably had a good idea of what was going on.
It was not till the last minute, however, that he had
definite proof of his suspicions. On the i6th,
knowing what the morrow would bring unless he